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Pro-Life Parliamentarians in Action

Upholding Human Dignity through Parliamentary Working Groups 

Parliamentarians who believe in the intrinsic value of human life can—and we believe must—boldly and prudently use their strategic positions, without any further delay, to advance a deep and abiding respect in law for the dignity of all members of the family—especially women and unborn children.    


In recent years, anti-life forces in many countries have become more organized, sophisticated, aggressive, and successful in legalizing abortion. Well-funded pro-abortion organizations and numerous billion dollar foundations are vigorously lobbying and uniting parliamentarians to support abortion.  Pro-abortion parliamentary working groups and caucuses already exist in many legislative bodies and in regions throughout the world, often under the aegis of population control, development, and reproductive health.  

The abortion network is planning, organizing and implementing an international comprehensive strategy to require governments to sanction and publicly finance abortion with an ultimate goal of unrestricted access to abortion on demand.  This ominous challenge we face requires better organization and unity by pro-life legislators if we are to stop the advance of legal abortion and protect unborn children and women from the destruction of abortion. 

Parliamentarians in numerous countries concerned about life issues have realized the necessity, importance, and value of joining together to influence their peers, legislation, and political parties by forming a pro-life working group or caucus. In congresses and parliaments where such groups exist, legislative outcomes that respect life have markedly improved.  Better coordination, disciplined tactics and the assignment of tasks and responsibilities to various members of the caucus—a division of labor to members with particular expertise—have made protecting innocent human life more achievable. 


The lives of millions of the most vulnerable depend on how lawmakers respond. The Parliamentary Network for Critical Issues believes that pro-life parliamentarians working together can more effectively confront the assault on the culture of life.  We are prompted to action by the words of the great Irish philosopher and statesman, Edmund Burke, “all that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.” 
ESTABLISH A PRO-LIFE WORKING GROUP
A pro-life parliamentary group can focus on critical life issues within the legislative body and hold meetings that allow lawmakers and their staffs to share ideas and information. The caucus plans legislative strategy and works to pass bills or amendments that advance a culture of life while defeating counter measures. The caucus maximizes resources on its core issues within the country, region, and internationally. 

The pro-life working group can be either an informal network of like-minded lawmakers within a legislative institution or a more tightly structured organization with staff and an office. Over the last three decades, experience has shown that robust coordination with outside pro-life civil organizations and faith-based institutions not only boosts effectiveness but provides the caucus or working group with insights, ideas and inspiration.

Steps to establishing a pro-life caucus:
1. Identify Members
· Identify and persuade like-minded members of your legislative body and/or political party who are willing to engage the life issues to be founding members of the pro-life working group.
· Emphasize depth of commitment to issues instead of number of members. A few dedicated parliamentarians can accomplish much.
· Recruit legislators who occupy strategic positions on relevant committees and commissions, in leadership positions in the legislative body and political party when possible to maximize influence.
2. Decide on Core Issues

· What are the most pressing concerns, challenges, or opportunities facing your legislative body on life issues?  

· Decide on which issues the group will initially focus its efforts.

· Evaluate current pro-life or anti-life laws in your country and determine which of these need your immediate attention.

· Determine what action is reasonable and practical, especially in light of the opinions and views of your fellow lawmakers.
3. Create a Group Name and Brief Statement of Beliefs  

· Select a name for your new group that will be politically useful and best describes your mission and the issues on which the caucus will focus.  Some examples include: Congressional Pro-Life Caucus, All-Parliamentary Pro-Life Group, Pro-Family Working Group, Values Action Team, the Pro-Woman Pro-Child Alliance, Life Affirming Task Force, and All-Party Bioethics Caucus.

· Develop a mission statement, a core statement of beliefs or declaration of principles that best reflects the views and interests of your caucus.

       4. Establish Caucus Structure and Operations
· Keep the structure of the caucus simple and workable.
· Decide if the leadership and decision-making powers be primarily vested in the chairman or co-chairs or if the caucus members will make decisions by consensus or by vote.
· Decide if the caucus will operate across the political spectrum or be limited to one political party.
· Decide on staffing. What is the feasibility of hiring professional staff or at least designating existing personnel to assist in the day-to-day operations of the group? 
5. Check the Rules Governing the Formation and Operation of a Caucus within Your Legislature
· These rules, if they exist at all, will establish certain organizational parameters and may assist you to obtain funding.  The European Parliament, for example, requires a caucus to be comprised of at least 19 members before it becomes eligible for official financial support.
· As a further example, in the United States House of Representatives, a caucus must register with the Committee on House Administration listing its name, statement of purpose, officers and any employee designated to work on issues related to the caucus.  Individual members may contribute financial support from their office accounts to the caucus and often hire “shared employees” to help coordinate research and devise strategy.

· Not all working groups get direct subsidies from their parliament. Some receive private funding from individuals and non-governmental organizations as in the United Kingdom.
 6. Network with Other Pro-Life Parliamentarians and Groups 

· Networking with international pro-life parliamentarians helps keep the caucus informed of the latest use of deception and hyperbole employed by abortion advocates in other countries and facilitates the exchange of useful ideas, winning strategies, best practices and other information.
· By participating in regional conferences sponsored by organizations such as the African Union (AU) and the Organization of American States (OAS) pro-life parliamentarians can help influence conference outcomes that increasingly promote abortion to member states.
· Members can attend international educational and training seminars to better understand the issues and to enhance legislative capabilities and skills.
· Caucus can join with legislators and other pro-life working groups internationally to assist pro-life caucuses elsewhere that are facing international pressure to legalize abortion.
· Members can get involved now with your country’s participation at United Nation’s conferences and summits where threats to the sanctity of life are persistent and serious. Learn how to be a delegate.

LEGISLATION
MONITOR Legislation and Policy

· MONITOR the committee and commissions that have jurisdiction over life issues. Identify the chair and members of these important entities. *Make arrangements for expert pro-life witnesses to testify at every hearing that focuses on life issues to ensure that every reachable committee member is presented with all the facts on the issue.

· MONITOR relevant government ministries including health, justice, gender, women, education and international relations to ensure that the anti-life agenda is not promoted surreptitiously and absent scrutiny.  *Some health ministers, for example, have expanded abortion rights by decree under the guise of “reproductive health” and need to be challenged.

· MONITOR the opposition that is promoting legal abortion in your legislature and who are the players behind them. *Who is developing their legislative proposals as well as their arguments and how much money are domestic and foreign NGOs pouring into these efforts? Consider legislation to restrict their activities that are counter to the country’s sovereign laws.
· MONITOR and track any legislation that threatens pro-life laws or expands access to abortion. *Block passage of anti-life legislation at the earliest point in the process, preferably while still in committee.

· MONITOR your country’s role and acceptance of any international treaty, convention, declaration or obligation in order to ensure respect for the inalienable right to life of all, including unborn children, regardless of age, dependency or disability as well as the affirmation of the health needs of mothers.
· MONITOR and clarify the use of terms like “reproductive health” in all relevant legislation, government decrees, and programs to ensure that such terms exclude abortion. 
EDUCATE AND INFORM on the Issue
· Educate and inform other Lawmakers—member to member—on the merits of the pro-life cause.  Education is crucial to success. The truth is our ally.  Don’t assume other lawmakers know the issue or have access to accurate information. Inform members of the legislature by holding briefings, roundtable discussions, breakfast, luncheons, receptions, and other events with testimony by expert presenters.
· Educate and inform the Media and the public on the merits and details of specific pro-life policy initiatives and legislation  through speeches, legislative hearings, rallies, press conferences, op-ed articles,  and outreach to the faith-based sector. Use the latest discoveries from science and medicine to support your position.

· Educate and inform Yourself and Other Members of the Pro-Life Caucus of every potential argument and debating point—especially distortions and deceptions—likely to used by your opponents.  Knowledge is power and confidence.  PNCI is available to help with up-to-date information, research and data on life issues.    
· Educate and inform the Public—as to the horrific reality of abortion methods and the excruciating emotional pain experienced by women who procure abortions.  Emphasize that there are at least two victims in every abortion, the mother and her unborn child.  Use the latest research, pictures and films to tell the story.  Provide the venue and the means for post-abortive women to give their powerful personal testimonies.

DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT a Legislative Strategy
· Analyze what specific policy or policies need to be undertaken to safeguard defenseless human life.  Consult a wide spectrum of pro-life stakeholders and legal experts both in country and abroad for input including right to life civil organizations and religious groups. 
· Prioritize which undecided parliamentarians to target on a vote and forget about the legislators that are confirmed pro-choice promoters.  *Divide names among members of caucus for contact and monitor for commitments of support. 

· Compile a resource list of competent experts and potential witnesses—doctors, lawyers, researchers, academicians, post abortive women—for parliamentary hearings, briefings and press events.

· Decide who would be the most effective sponsor or sponsors of a particular piece of legislation.  Some relevant factors include a lawmaker’s ability to articulate a winning argument, skill in navigating the legislative process, strength of character, determination, courage, and leadership status in the legislature.  
· Anticipate to the greatest extent possible, the opposition’s next several moves.  
· Incorporate the best pro-life laws and policies from around the world into your strategy. *Share your success and pro-life laws with others so they can learn and “borrow” from you.

SUGGESTED LEGISLATION
Model legislation on various critical life issues is available through the PNCI network including:
Protection of the Unborn

· Constitutional protection for the unborn child

· Prohibition of Morning After Pill or plan B

· Recognition of  the unborn child as a separate victim in domestic violence cases

Women’s Health

· Comprehensive abortion clinic regulations
· Waiting periods and parental notification legislation

· Informed Consent/Woman’s Right to Know includes details of the abortion procedure and its associated risks, both physical and psychological, scientifically accurate information about the unborn child, and alternatives to abortion. 

· Funding for maternal and pre-natal health care for the poor
· Funding for a network of pro-life “pregnancy care centers”

Bioethics
· Prohibition on all forms of human cloning

· Prohibition on all forms of destructive embryonic research 

· Outlaw cloning for both reproductive and research purposes
· Boost funding for adult stem cell research

· Protect women from exploitation brought about by egg harvesting

· Stop the trafficking of fetal body parts and stem cells
Conscience Protection
· Secure conscientious objection to protect healthcare workers from liability and other adverse consequences for refusing to participate in a healthcare procedure or service that violates their religious, moral, or ethical beliefs. 
· A ban on government funding of abortion
Contact PNCI for assistance at info@pncius.org
PNCI is available as a resource for legislators in their efforts to advance pro-life policies in their country and region by developing a pro-life parliamentary group.
www.pncius.org
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